
James Fallon 
$10M Hall 
Delivered
The $10 million upgrade at James Fallon High 
School is now complete with students and staff 
settled into the new hall at the start of Term 4. 

This was a project driven by many people,  
including Principal Jenny Parrett and my prede-
cessor, Greg Aplin, who urged the government to 
address the need for a proper hall at James Fallon.

The multipurpose hall has been designed for cultural 
performances, sport and presentations, with a seating  
capacity of 850 people. There is retractable seating, 
theatre lighting, a PA system and food catering area.

As part of the upgrade, new front fencing and landscaping 
work was completed near the hall as well as a shared  
pedestrian and vehicular zone.

“It’s James Fantastic High School now,” Principal Jenny  
Parrett said when proudly showing me the hall. “We’re so 
lucky, because it’s everything we wanted. It’s a great perform-
ing arts area and sport area and it’s terrific for assemblies.”

Minister for Education Sarah Mitchell added, “We want school 
students in NSW to have the very best education, and provid-
ing high-quality school facilities like these is a key part of that.”

I understand there will be an official opening ceremony  
once the school community can gather.

I am proud the NSW Government has delivered such a  
significant project for the local community of North Albury. 

And best wishes to all our HSC students across 
the Albury Electorate. Our thoughts are with you.

It’s been a challenging 2020 and I want to acknowledge 
and thank the community for its response not just during  
the bushfires, but through this pandemic as well.
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I am delighted to see this wonderful new 
multipurpose venue constructed after all the 
research, writing and meetings over many years. 
It is a marvellous facility for James Fallon High 
School which will also serve other schools and 
the wider community. Congratulations to all  
who have pursued this dream – it was worth it!

Greg Aplin (former Member for Albury)

“

”
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Boost for 
Emergency Services
We are better prepared for emergencies after the delivery 
of two state-of-the-art vehicles and a rescue boat for the 
NSW State Emergency Service (NSW SES) Albury Unit and  
the announcement of new jobs for the Rural Fire Service 
to fast-track hazard reduction.

I joined with Minister for Police and Emergency Services 
David Elliott and NSW SES Deputy Commissioner 
Daniel Austin (pictured) to officially hand over the keys 
to a $185,000 Light Storm Vehicle and a $90,000 General 
Purpose Vehicle in September.

The NSW SES Albury Unit also received a $145,000  
‘Bowloader Punt’ rescue boat, which is used for flood  
rescues as well as evacuating people, animals and  
equipment during emergencies. 

It is essential that volunteers have all the equipment they  
need to protect their communities. These new additions 
will be the primary response vehicles for units and it is 
pleasing that they are of the highest quality.

The new female friendly changerooms  
at Sarvaas Park are now open – what 
a difference they make!

On entering Parliament in 2019, I made a commitment for 
a $2 million project to increase participation by women 
in sport, improving the quality of women’s changerooms.

In September one of these new facilities was opened  
at Albury’s Sarvaas Park. It is welcoming and well fitted 
out – quite unlike the cold, indeed often brutalist  
changerooms of old. The NSW Government funded  
the works with a grant of $350,000.

In July and August last year I contacted councils across  
the electorate to seek their input into the broader project  
and their recommendations for locations.

Nine projects were selected: Melrose Park and  
Savaas Park in Albury, Urana Sports Ground, Holbrook 
Sporting Complex, Walbundrie Recreation Ground,  
Jindera Recreational Reserve – for Jindera Football  
Netball Club, Brocklesby Recreation Reserve, Jerilderie 
Gym and Tumbarumba Showgrounds.

Projects at Walbundrie and Tumbarumba are now  
complete, with Jeriderie and Jindera due for  
completion soon.

Female 
friendly 
Change...
rooms
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Lavington Sports Ground 
redevelopment opens
The new $19.6 million Lavington Sports Ground is 
set to have its official opening on Friday 27 November.

The NSW Government has made a significant financial  
contribution to support the rebuild and expansion with 
a grant of $3.15 million in 2018.

The grandstand has been extended so as to seat 
almost 1800 spectators.

Significant works have created additional change 
rooms and special areas for timekeeping and media, 
as well as for coaching. Lavington Football-Netball Club  
will remain with its base at the ground.



I would firstly like to thank the 
community during these very difficult times.

As we continue to fight COVID-19, rest assured that the  
Government is focused on the job at hand. 

• Keeping our community safe and boosting the economy. 
• Supporting small business. 
• Reducing cost of living pressures. 

We recently released a NSW COVID-19 Recovery Plan 
which is focused on making sure our economy is strong  
and resilient now and into the future. 

As part of this we have set up a $3 billion Jobs and 
Infrastructure Acceleration Fund allowing us to fast track 
more than 30 health, education and transport and roads  
projects within two years, creating up to 20,000 estimated jobs. 

We have also allocated $16 billion in health and economic  
stimulus measures. We continue to be focused on creating 
jobs and improving the quality of life for the people of NSW.

Stay safe, get tested, follow the health advice and help 
us save lives.

Premier of NSW Gladys Berejiklian 

Tim Fischer 
Remembered
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Former Deputy Prime Minister and rail 
enthusiast the late Tim Fischer AC was honoured 
with a special commemorative plaque at Albury 
Station on Saturday, 29 August.

Tim was often seen at Albury Station as he travelled, 
had meetings, conducted interviews and launched  
railway books.

I want to thank Allison Jess and her colleagues at the 
ABC as well as Transport NSW for honouring Tim with 
this special plaque a year since his passing.

Tim and Judy hold a special place in the hearts of our  
people. The people of Albury loved Tim and now as they 
sit and wait for a train there’s a special reminder of his 
amazing contribution to the local community.

Message from the Premier

Tim’s sister, Vicki Baudry and brother 
Tony Fischer unveil the commemorative 
plaque at Albury Railway Station.



The NSW Government will provide 
a $420,000 grant to assist Albury City Council 
deliver a new shared pathway in Thurgoona 
to promote cycling and walking.

The grant provided by the NSW Government will 
help Albury City Council to build a 2.4 kilometre shared 
path which will connect Thurgoona Drive to Corrys Road 
and the Albury-Thurgoona Trail.

This section will form part of a larger network of shared 
paths that will make it much easier for people to travel 
around Thurgoona using two feet, or two wheels. 

$420,000 for 
Thurgoona 
Shared 
Cycleway

Premier and  
Deputy Premier in Albury
It has been vital to see that the government understands the 
impacts of border restrictions on our communities. I am very 
pleased that the Premier of NSW Gladys Berejiklian came to 
Albury during these hectic months, and the Deputy Premier 
John Barilaro made it here twice.

I introduced local residents, business owners, councillors 
and community groups to discuss common sense solutions 
to reduce disruptions without risking public health and safety.

While the government’s priority must be to protect the 
health and safety of all NSW residents, together we have  
been able to move towards more openness while controlling 
and limiting the spread of the virus from across the border 
into regional NSW.

I thank the Premier and Deputy Premier for their concern, 
their support for our communities and for taking action 
to continually be open to find adjustments of boundaries 
and removal of restrictions that have enabled us to 
progress in safety through the pandemic.

Under Phase 2 of the Bushfire Community Recovery 
and Resilience Fund (BCRRF) Greater Hume Shire Council  
and Snowy Valley Council will each receive $250,000 to  
invest in programs that will build further resilience in 
these communities that have been impacted by bushfires. 

Under a joint Commonwealth/NSW Government 
arrangement this funding allows communities to invest 
in projects that will directly benefit recovery efforts and 
help communities across New South Wales rebuild.

We know that community-led recoveries provide the best 
chance for people to get back on their feet, and for towns 
to come out the other side of a tragedy with even greater  
resilience and hope for the future.

The NSW Government is committed to supporting bushfire 
impacted communities on their journey to recovery.

Whether it’s Jingellic, Tumbarumba or on the streets 
of Albury, I’ll see the message gets heard. 

NSW Bushfire Community and Resilience Fund Grants

4

Premier Gladys Berejiklian 
in Albury.

Deputy Premier John Barilaro 
caught up with many local business 
and community leaders in Albury
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Support For 
Showgrounds
Walbundrie Showground will get $164,037 
from the NSW Government to construct shelter 
sheds and shade sails, install solar power, and 
install electrical cabling to its shearing and 
poultry sheds.

Holbrook Showground will get $90,200 to construct 
portable cattle stalls to securely house up to 100 cattle 
during shows and ensure the safety of exhibitors  
and spectators. 

This funding, under the NSW Government’s 
COVID-19 stimulus program, is a critical part of  
keeping these facilities functional and welcoming  
to their communities and visitors.

This follows over $430,000 in upgrade work funded  
last financial year under the stimulus program for 
showgrounds at Jerilderie, Albury, Holbrook, Corowa, 
Culcairn, Henty, Holbrook, Jingellic and Tumbarumba.

A new roof will be built over the existing facility to protect 
stock, staff and visitors from extreme weather conditions 
while a new water catchment system, upgraded lighting 
system and solar power will help reduce costs.

The project includes the construction of a new multi-purpose 
learning centre which will provide young people with the 
opportunity to learn practical skills that will help them find 
a job in the agriculture sector.

The expansion of the existing truck wash facility and the 
construction of a new commercial weigh station will provide 
convenience to sellers and traders visiting the facility. 

Around 600,000 head of sheep pass through the Corowa 
Saleyards annually, generating average sales of more than 
$81 million. These upgrades will allow even more stock and 
sellers to make use of the facility, boosting sales and jobs.

Corowa  
Saleyards 
$9.2M 
Redevelopment

Standing with Steve Grantham, President  
of Corowa Associated Stock Agents,  
Justin Everett representing NSW Farmers, 
Pat Bourke Mayor and Adrian Butler General 
Manager of Federation Council and staff 
of the Corowa Saleyards and council under 
a silver-grey sky with the wind whipping 
across the saleyards, it was a reminder 
of what this job is all about.

With Graham, Tim and Alwyn  
at Walbundrie Showgrounds, 
talking about the good news 
on the funding.
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3.  Sharing a quick dinner with Minister Elliott who dropped by to thank the 
police and ADF personnel for keeping our border checkpoints strong.

4.  Joined the community at Ournie for morning tea and a catch-up. 
Hard times up here from the fires, planning good things for their  
community. Great people!
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1.  With Bill Tilley MP for Benambra, welcoming the signing by Premiers  
of NSW and Victoria of a Memorandum of Understanding for improved 
cooperation between the states on resolving cross border issues, 
service delivery and planning for our mutual benefit.

2.  Out at Wirraminna Environment Centre to talk about government 
grants and support for their education programs to connect border 
youth with their environment. Keep up the good work!
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